
Early Learning G
oals

Com
m

unication and Language
Listening, A

ttention and Understanding

• 
Listen attentively and respond to w

hat they hear w
ith relevant questions, 

com
m

ents and actions w
hen being read to and during w

hole class discussions 
and sm

all group interactions. 
• 

M
ake com

m
ents about w

hat they have heard and ask questions to clarify their 
understanding.

• 
H

old conversation w
hen engaged in back-and-forth exchanges w

ith their teacher 
and peers.

Speaking

• 
Participate in sm

all group, class and one-to-one discussions, offering their ow
n 

ideas, using recently introduced vocabulary.
• 

O
ffer explanations for w

hy things m
ight happen, m

aking use of recently introduced 
vocabulary from

 stories, non-fiction, rhym
es and poem

s w
hen appropriate.

• 
Express their ideas and feelings about their experiences using full sentences, 
including use of past, present and future tenses and m

aking use of conjunctions, 
w

ith m
odelling and support from

 their teacher.

Personal, Social and Em
otional Developm

ent
Self-Regulation

• 
Show

 an understanding of their ow
n feelings and those of others, and begin to regulate 

their behaviour accordingly. 
• 

Set and w
ork tow

ards sim
ple goals, being able to w

ait for w
hat they w

ant and control 
their im

m
ediate im

pulses w
hen appropriate.

• 
G

ive focused attention to w
hat the teacher says, responding appropriately even w

hen 
engaged in activity, and show

 an ability to follow
 instructions involving several ideas 

or actions.

M
anaging Self

• 
Be confident to try new

 activities and show
 independence, resilience and perseverance 

in the face of challenge.
• 

Explain the reasons for rules, know
 right from

 w
rong and try to behave accordingly. 

• 
M

anage their ow
n basic hygiene and personal needs, including dressing, going to the 

toilet and understanding the im
portance of healthy food choices.

Building Relationships

• 
W

ork and play cooperatively and take turns w
ith others.

• 
Form

 positive attachm
ents to adults and friendships w

ith peers. 
• 

Show
 sensitivity to their ow

n and to others’ needs.

Physical Developm
ent

G
ross M

otor Skills

• 
N

egotiate space and obstacles safely, w
ith 

consideration for them
selves and others. 

• 
Dem

onstrate strength, balance and coordination 
w

hen playing. 
• 

M
ove energetically, such as running, jum

ping, 
dancing, hopping, skipping and clim

bing.

Fine M
otor Skills

• 
H

old a pencil effectively in preparation for fluent 
w

riting – using the tripod grip in alm
ost all cases. 

• 
Use a range of sm

all tools, including scissors, 
paintbrushes and cutlery. 

• 
Begin to show

 accuracy and care w
hen draw

ing.

Literacy
Com

prehension

• 
Dem

onstrate understanding of w
hat has been 

read to them
 by retelling stories and narratives 

using their ow
n w

ords and recently introduced 
vocabulary. 

• 
Anticipate (w

here appropriate) key events 
in stories. 

• 
Use and understand recently introduced 
vocabulary during discussions about stories, non-
fiction, rhym

es and poem
s and during role play.

W
ord Reading

• 
Say a sound for each letter in the alphabet and at 
least 10 digraphs.

• 
Read w

ords consistent w
ith their phonic 

know
ledge by sound-blending.

• 
Read aloud sim

ple sentences and books that are 
consistent w

ith their phonic know
ledge, including 

som
e com

m
on exception w

ords.

W
riting

• 
W

rite recognisable letters, m
ost of w

hich are 
correctly form

ed. 
• 

Spell w
ords by identifying sounds in them

 and 
representing the sounds w

ith a letter or letters. 
• 

W
rite sim

ple phrases and sentences that can be 
read by others.

M
athem

atics
N

um
ber

• 
H

ave a deep understanding of num
ber to 10, 

including the com
position of each num

ber.
• 

Subitise (recognise quantities w
ithout 

counting) up to 5.
• 

Autom
atically recall (w

ithout reference to 
rhym

es, counting or other aids) num
ber bonds 

up to 5 (including subtraction facts) and som
e 

num
ber bonds to 10, including double facts.

N
um

erical Patterns

• 
Verbally count beyond 20, recognising the 
pattern of the counting system

. 
• 

Com
pare quantities up to 10 in different 

contexts, recognising w
hen one quantity is 

greater than, less than or the sam
e as the 

other quantity. 
• 

Explore and represent patterns w
ithin 

num
bers up to 10, including evens and odds, 

double facts and how
 quantities can be 

distributed equally.

U
nderstanding the W

orld
Past and Present

• 
Talk about the lives of the people around them

 and their roles in society. 
• 

Know
 som

e sim
ilarities and differences betw

een things in the past and 
now

, draw
ing on their experiences and w

hat has been read in class. 
• 

Understand the past through settings, characters and events encountered 
in books read in class and storytelling.

People, C
ulture and C

om
m

unities

• 
Describe their im

m
ediate environm

ent using know
ledge from

 observation, 
discussion, stories, non-fiction texts and m

aps.
• 

Know
 som

e sim
ilarities and differences betw

een different religious and 
cultural com

m
unities in this country, draw

ing on their experiences and w
hat 

has been read in class. 
• 

Explain som
e sim

ilarities and differences betw
een life in this country and 

life in other countries, draw
ing on know

ledge from
 stories, non-fiction texts 

and (w
hen appropriate) m

aps.

The N
atural W

orld

• 
Explore the natural w

orld around them
, m

aking observations and draw
ing 

pictures of anim
als and plants.

• 
Know

 som
e sim

ilarities and differences betw
een the natural w

orld 
around them

 and contrasting environm
ents, draw

ing on their experiences 
and w

hat has been read in class. 
• 

Understand som
e im

portant processes and changes in the natural w
orld 

around them
, including the seasons and changing states of m

atter.

Expressive A
rts and Design

C
reating w

ith M
aterials

• 
Safely use and explore a variety of 
m

aterials, tools and techniques, 
experim

enting w
ith colour, design, 

texture, form
 and function.

• 
Share their creations, explaining the 
process they have used. 

• 
M

ake use of props and m
aterials w

hen 
role playing characters in narratives 
and stories.

Being Im
aginative and Expressive

• 
Invent, adapt and recount narratives 
and stories w

ith peers and 
their teacher. 

• 
Sing a range of w

ell-know
n nursery 

rhym
es and songs.

• 
Perform

 songs, rhym
es, poem

s 
and stories w

ith others, and (w
hen 

appropriate) try to m
ove in tim

e 
w

ith m
usic.
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